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Resident of the Month: Ron Harley  

Written by: Brent Connelly  

Ron Harley was born in Toronto in 1934; as a child, he moved to Port Credit, Ontario, where he took his 

first step on an amazing trip up the “staircase of success” leading to his career choice—the grocery business. 

During his childhood school years, he helped a local milkman on his delivery route and delivered newspapers 

for the Toronto Telegram. In the summer months, he caddied at the Mississauga Golf Club for $2.50 a day 

and sold fresh vegetables from his parents’ home garden to neighbours. In his early teens, Ron joined the Sea 

Cadets and was a member for five years, which reminds me of an old Mark Twain saying: “The secret of 

getting ahead is getting started.” And that, for me, pretty much sums up Ron Harley.  
 

After Ron finished public school at the age of sixteen, his uncle, Neil McLean, a Loblaws meat manager in the 

Toronto area, got Ron a full-time job with Loblaws, first as a buggy boy and then as an all-you-can-eat 

doughnut boy, which he describes—with tongue in cheek (I think)—as the job that he liked the most. This 

statement is contained in a remarkable Welcome Book titled Grandfather Remembers: Memories for My 

Grandchild (HarperCollins Publishers, 2011), which Ron had written about his life and presented as a 

Christmas gift to his two grandsons, Danny and Nicholas.  

 

By 1956, at the age of twenty-two, Ron was now charging up the 

“staircase of success” two or three steps at a time; that was the year he 

married a lovely Scottish lady, Joyce Nicol, whom he had met at a Lo-

blaws store he managed in Long Branch, Ontario, where she worked as a 

bookkeeper. The happy young couple went on to have two lovely daugh-

ters and four grandchildren: Faith and Jack Bird (Megan and Katie) and 

Lorna and Ken Pasowisty (Danny and Nicholas). In 1950, Joyce had 

emigrated with her family from Eyemouth, Scotland (a small town 

about the size of Almonte at the mouth of the Eye River on Scotland’s 

northeast coast), to the Toronto area, where her father, an engineer, 

had a job with the Ontario government. She began to work for Loblaws 

as a cashier in 1952 and, within one year, became the store’s bookkeep-

er.  
 

Ron was promoted to the position of assistant manager, then to manager at Kingston, Ontario, where he 

worked for roughly three years before being transferred to London, England, for a two-year stint. At that 

time, Loblaws was in the process of establishing three hundred grocery stores in the greater London area, 

either through acquisition or construction, and Ron was asked to “troubleshoot” some predesignated stores.  

For the balance of his time left in England (around eighteen months), Ron had the responsibility to set up 

and manage what was, at the time, the largest supermarket in Europe. One of the first items on Ron’s to-do 

list was the organization of an advertisement program. Since Joyce had expertise and an interest in this 

field, she often appeared on local TV advertising the store and its feature products. 

While Ron and Joyce and their two daughters lived in London, Garfield Weston, the patriarch of the Loblaws 

company who also lived nearby, would frequently visit the new store on Saturday mornings. Ron Harley de-

scribed those visits in his own words:  
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He visited the warehouse section and employees in the kitchen, introducing himself to the 

cook who prepared meals for the staff. I think it was a pleasure for him to just get out on his 

own on a Saturday morning. On leaving, he always gave a wave, got into his small green MG 

convertible, and drove quietly off.  
 

This account of Garfield Weston’s visits to Ron’s store on Saturday mornings is probably considered to be the 

official and most believable version. However, in the interest of balance—and that old Mark Twain adage 

“never let the truth get in the way of a good story”—I would like to share a version that was once over-

heard in a Pembroke pub, when somebody told somebody else this tale:  

Mr. Weston would visit the store every Saturday morning and purchase a small bag of tea 

bags. He wouldn’t stay long—just long enough to have a good glance around the store to see if 

there was anything out of place. He would ask Ron how he was making out while generously 

offering his help if needed. 

Then one day, as quickly and quietly as he had arrived, he paid for his tea bags and, while 

tightly clutching his single purchase in one hand, left the store with a determined look on his 

face, as if he was going to be late for tea with the Queen. The eyes of all the employees in the 

store were glued on Boss Garfield as he started up his tired-looking little green convertible 

MG sports car and gently coaxed it out into a busy lane of traffic. That wee two-seater then 

took on a life of its own and reared up on its two rear wheels like a green monster. With a 

massive roar erupting from the car’s shiny and newly installed Titanium Cat-Back muffler 

system, followed by a huge puff of green smoke, Mr. Weston—with his hands clenched tightly 

around the steering wheel and his helmeted head down like racecar driver Dale Earnhardt Jr.

—took off in a blaze of glory down the wrong side of the road. The checkered flag dropped to 

declare the winner, the king of the road, Mr. Garfield Weston. What a race!! 
 

So after the party celebrating the Daytona 500 win was over and the two-year term of the assignment had 

ended, Ron and his family were off to Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, where Ron spent the next eighteen years 

with Loblaws. In the book Grandfather Remembers, Ron recalls his promotion to the post of area manager in 

Northern Ontario as the most important one of his career. 
 

At the age of forty-two, Ron was determined to complete his high school education and did so by attending 

evening courses. He then gained acceptance as a mature student to Algoma University, where he subsequent-

ly took evening courses for a further five years. Good for you, Ron!  
 

Thirteen years later in 1988, Loblaws offered Ron and Joyce a franchise opportunity in Brockville, Ontario, 

and thus the Ron Harley No Frills store was born. (A photo of the 1988 grand opening of the store, appear-

ing on the last page of Grandfather Remembers, features a very happy group consisting of Ron and Joyce 

Harley, Brockville mayor Steve Clark, and a fit-looking Clear the track—here comes Eddie Shack.)  
 

After operating the store for nine years, Ron and Joyce decided to retire and sold the business to their 

daughter Faith and her husband, Jack. Their original plan was to continue to live in Brockville, but they sub-

sequently decided to move to be closer to family in the Almonte area, where they are now enjoying their 

golden years at Orchard View by the Mississippi.  
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Keep on Smiling 
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Testimonial  -  OVM Family Member  

I just wanted to let you know how reassuring I find the steps that Orchard View is 
taking to keep the residents safe during this crisis, and how much I appreciate your 
commitment to keeping us informed about the changes.  I’m sure that not all the 
feedback is positive, but what I see is a very prudent, measured response to a situa-
tion that seems to change hour by hour.  I am grateful for the way the management 
and staff at Orchard View have taken action to maintain a safe environment, while 
still making every effort to maintain the residents’ quality of life.  I feel sure that I 
speak for the majority of the Orchard View families when I say that you have 
earned our trust, and our gratitude. 

Laugh out Loud at                       
Orchard View 

For those of us who remember milk deliv-
eries in bottles, here is a good example of 
notes left in milk bottles. 
  
Dear Milkman: 
~ I’ve just had a baby, please leave another 
one. 

~ Please leave an extra pint of paralysed milk. 

~ Cancel one pint after the day after today. 
~  Please don’t leave any more milk. All they 
do is drink it. 
~ Milkman, please close the gate behind you 
because the birds keep pecking the tops off 
the milk. 

~  Sorry not to have paid your bill before, but my 
wife had a baby and I’ve been carrying it around in 
my pocket for weeks. 

~ Please knock. My TV’s broken down and I missed 
last night’s Coronation Street. If you saw it, will you 
tell me what happened over a cup of tea? 

~ My daughter says she wants a milkshake. Do you 
do it before you deliver or do I have to shake the 
bottle? 

“All About Me” 

All About Me is a great document to better 
know those you love or even yourself. As we 
age, we don’t want to forget what makes us, 

us. We will be putting questions out for you to 
connect with your loved one, or even for your-

self.  

Where have you lived in the past? 

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________ 

What jobs did you do during that time? 

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________ 

Employee of the Month -  Jessica McElhinney 
Congratulations Jessica on being awarded OVM’s Employee of the Month. Jessica is a 
server in the Dietary Dept. Jessica instantly was very confident and comfortable in 
her role, she takes on tasks with ease and perfection. There is not task too big for 
her. Jessica has also played a big role in this time of transition as will adjust to our 
COVID –19 rules and regulations. A big thank you to Jessica and all her hard work and 
for making OVM her family! Keep up the great work! 
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Open Activities 

~ Outdoor Patios - Gardens 

(should you have one) 

~ Bistro   ~ Puzzle Tables 

~ Wellness Centre Bike and 

Walking Bars 

~ NEW! Weekly Scavenger Hunt 

throughout the building 

~ Joe on the Piano 

Door to Door Activities 

Michael and the Recreation Team will be going door to door daily with a cart 
filled with activities Residents can do in their rooms. From card, dice, adult 
colouring pages, wheel of fortune games, crossword puzzles, trivia, individual 
Memory Fitness worksheets and more. If anyone in the community has riddles, 
jokes etc that they wish to share with us please email to Michael at    
ovmrecreation@ovlc.com 

JoJo’s Did You Know? 

Aluminum Foil is one of the small num-
ber of metals that actually form the 
crust of he earth and did you know 
that people started using aluminum foil 
as a material as far back as the 5th 
century. Breaking the air contact with 
the foil can slow down the rotting pro-
cess—wrapping the top stem of the ba-
nana with foil will delay the decaying 
process for a few days.  

Honey should never be 
put in the fridge. Honey 
is loaded with enzymes, 
minerals and antioxi-
dants. Two teaspoons is 
an effective medicine 
for a cough ad can im-
prove sleep and can prevent infection. 

Musical Entertainment 

With the recent COVID –19 
we will not be having any 
outside entertainment at 
this time.  

 

Joe will be 
playing twice a 
week on Tues-
days and Fridays 

COVID—19 UPDATE from OVM 
 

We are setting sail on our very own cruise 
ship “the OVM Cruise Lines” 

Every week as we stay on social isolation 
from outside guests we will be “stopping” at 
a new port and exploring what that country 

has to offer. 

Our first stop is to Italy as we will be hav-
ing Dinner with the Captain Joe. 

 

If you wish to see your loved one we have 
created a “docking station” in our board 

room where you can speak over the phone to 
your loved one while still keeping everyone 

safe.  

~ Massage Chairs           

(Wellness Centre) 

~ Docking Station for phone calls 

or Video Calls on the computer 

~ Library     ~ Tuck Shop 

~ Church Services / Rosary 

Prayer 

~ Open Art with Audrey 
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To our extended community family            

members. Here is something for you to       

partake in while in the comfort of your home. 

Shrinking Words 

 

Make each word shorter by removing one letter at a time. Keep the remaining letters in 

order to form a new word. Don’t stop until   you can no longer make a new word.       

For example:  LATER = LATE  ATE  AT  A  

 

1. BROTHER     _____   _____           

2. HARDLY       _____  _____  _____  _____  _____        

3. LEAVES       _____  _____  _____                        

4. TRAIN         _____  _____  _____  _____   

5. ORANGE     _____  _____  _____  _____  _____   

6. SNORE        _____  _____  _____                         

7. THINK         _____  _____  _____  _____     

8. THREAT       _____  _____  _____  _____  _____  

9. BRIDGE       _____  _____  _____  _____  _____  

10. FACET         _____  _____   

11. HEAVEN       _____  _____  _____   

12. CORNER      _____  _____  _____  _____ 


