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Resident of the Month:  Monica Jones  
Written by: Sophia Reimer 

 

Monicaôs parents got married after World War I, and she was born in 1920 in the midlands of 
England. Her parents kept a small gallery of art and antiques but gave it up in 1926 when there 
were no sales. They moved into a Tudor farmhouse in the country where they kept poultry and 
a large orchard. Monica was the eldest of five girls, all of whom have passed away now except 
the youngest, who lives in Florida.  

She has many fond memories of growing up on the farm. She remembers a field of cattle nearby 
and that she and her sister would sneak in when the cows were feeding and jump on their 
backs, pretending to ride them like horses. Monica loved adventures. She got herself into trou-
ble when she took her fatherôs motorbike for a spin with her younger sister on the back and 
when she tried driving a boat by herselfðboth at the age of twelve. She even ran away from 
home twice but always returned shortly after. 

Monicaôs father wanted his daughters to choose their own fields of education. Monica got a 
scholarship to a grammar school and then went on to do three years of nursing school. When 
World War II began, she was conscripted to work in a factory. It was there where she met her 
husband.  

They got married and after the war, they moved to Cheltenham, Gloucestershire and spent five 
years rebuilding a cottage there. In 1948, Monica and her husband had a daughter. In 1954, 
Monica went to visit her sister who lived in Canada. She loved it so much that the following 
year, she and her husband and daughter moved to Toronto.  

Monica worked for Remington Rand typewriter company, and then Mine Safety Appliances. 
She then worked for the Ministry of Agriculture for twenty-three years in many different posi-
tions and had a stint as a secretary at Leyland Publishing. She and her family lived in their 
house in Toronto for twenty years and then moved to Dundas and from there, she came to Or-
chard View. 

Monicaôs daughter became a professional artist and had a daughter of her own. Monicaôs hus-
band and daughter have since passed away, leaving Monicaôs wonderful granddaughter as her 
main caregiver. Her granddaughter, Lex, was the one who got her into Orchard View and Lexôs 
husband Dan, has been such a support to Lex and Monica. Monica also has a great-
granddaughter who is six years old and she had a dog named TyPhoo for many years, who was a 
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great companion to her. TyPhoo is now well looked after by her granddaughter. 

If there is one thing that I learned about Monica, it is that she loves adventure and trying new 
things. She and her husband were avid skiers and they often skied and hiked in the Adiron-
dacks. She even went down the Olympic luge in Lake Placid from the half-mile and went in a 
glider at Mount Mansfield. Monica referred to herself as a ñdaredevilò and said that her hus-
band was less so.  

She has travelled all over Europe to places like Wales, Scotland, Sweden, Germany, Belgium 
and more. Her favourite place that she went to was Holland. She and her husband went there 
in 1970 and stayed in a hotel on a canal. They enjoyed a seventeen-course meal and rode bicy-
cles everywhere. She went to Bermuda and Barbados as well as all over Canada and the United 
States. 

Monica said she is proudest of bringing up her daughter and of her family. She lovingly recalls 
the good lessons her parents taught her. She knows they would be so happy to see her living in a 
place like Orchard View where she could be safe and without troubles. ñI love the people and 
the staff are very willing and look after us all,ò she said. ñItôs next to paradise here.ò 

Monicaôs quick smile always brightens my day and she is a joy to all who know her. She is such a 
friendly and interesting person to talk to and I greatly enjoyed sitting down with her and hear-
ing her life storyðfrom growing up in England and living through the war, moving to Canada, 
bringing up her family and working in so many diverse jobs. Itôs easy to see how much she loves 
her granddaughter and great-granddaughter and how grateful she is to have them in her life. 
She has a wonderful memory and told me so many stories it would have taken pages to tell 
them all.  
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