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Resident of the Month:  Ruth and John Steele 
Written by: Sophia Reimer 

 
Let me introduce to you our friends in Town Home #29. John and 
Ruth were both born and raised in Almonte. Ruth’s family actually 
lived on a farm on Old Almonte Road, which is what Paterson street 
turns into. The farm was on the river front and at that time there 
was no traversable road into town in the winter-time so they would 
take their horse-drawn sleigh and ride into town on the ice of the 
frozen Mississippi River. Ruth had three siblings and came from a 
modest family where there wasn’t much money. They would cut ice out 
of the river to keep their food cold in the winter and would sell a 
quart of milk from their cows and a block of ice to their neighbours 
for ten cents each. Ruth and her brother and sisters walked two miles 
to get to the small rural school. She recalled how when she was a 
child, she and her siblings would take the sleigh into town along the 
river and would park the horses and sleigh in sheds at the bottom of 
Mill Street to go skating. The family went to church every Sunday 
without fail. When Ruth was in high school she biked to school in the 
warm weather, and in the winter would rent a place in Almonte be-
cause of there being no road through the snow to the farm. Ruth has 
very fond memories from her childhood and is proud of her upbring-
ing. After high school, she went to a business college in Carleton 
Place. She worked in the first IGA grocery store and was an office 
supervisor at different offices, including Winslow fuel.  
 
John also grew up on a farm, but on the other side of Almonte from 
Ruth. He also had three siblings and went to a rural school in Bennies 
Corners. He went to Kemptville College and studied agriculture. John 
worked as a welder for thirty years as well as eventually taking over 
his father’s farm. His family’s farm was a five-generation farm which 
started off raising cattle and then John eventually transitioned more 
to crops; mostly soy and wheat.  
 

John and Ruth met while curling in Almonte and got married in 1965. 
They lived on John’s farm and ran it together. They worked in the 
fields and both drove the tractors. They would sometimes attend the  
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Laugh out Loud 

~ I used to eat a lot of natural foods until I learned that most people die of natural causes. 

~ What disease did cured ham actually have? 

~ Why do people say they “slept like a baby” when babies wake up like every two hours. 

~ Why are you IN a movie, but you’re ON TV? 

~ Why do people pay to go up a building, but then pay money to look in binoculars to look 
down on the ground!? 
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Testimonial  -   New Family 

When you walk into Orchard View for the first time, you are taken 
aback by the beauty and tranquility of the pond and music playing in 
the background. The open atrium and natural light bring you energy 
and a feeling of room to live. When you look down over the walls you 
are mesmerized by the movement of the koi. It’s a wonderful cross 
between a 5 star resort and a comfortable happy home. I look for-
ward to visiting my Dad when he comes to live here.   

Open Activities 

~ Bistro   ~ Puzzle Tables 

~ Wellness Centre Bike and                                                         

Walking Bars 

~ Joe on the Piano  ~ Adult Colouring 

~ Social Distanced Bingo with Joanna and Friends 

~ Massage Chairs (Wellness Centre/ 3rd Floor 

Lounge) 

~ Docking Station for phone calls or Video Calls on 

the computer 

~ Library     ~ Tuck Shop 

~ Church Services / Rosary Prayer 

~ Fitness classes on Main, 3rd and 4th Floor from 

Almonte Physio 

~ Door to Door Mind Work Games 

Employee of the Month -  Roxanne Marshall  
Congratulations to Roxanne, for being December’s employee of the 
month. Roxanne is a very hard worker and is a dedicated staff mem-
ber. She puts her head down and gets the job done while being polite 
and friendly to residents and staff. Her work ethic is evident and 
very appreciated. Keep up the good work! 

JoJo’s Did You Know 

Add salt to the water in which you 
hard boil eggs and the shells will 
come off easier because the salt 

toughened them. 

 

When knives need a quick sharpen-
ing, look no farther than the near-
est ceramic flower pot. The rim of 
the pot makes the perfect whet-

stone. 

 

One key to fighting the flues be-
sides the extra tablet of Vitamin C 
is taking in fluids, that is the key 
to conquering a cold or the flu. 

Choose herbal tea, water with lem-
on and broth, and suggest to avoid 
coffee, sports drinks alcohol and 

fruit juices. 
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dances on Saturday nights and had a large circle of friends in the ar-
ea. They spent their time mostly farming but they also enjoyed curl-
ing, skiing and they went south for a vacation every winter. They 
bought a place in Florida; because their farm was mostly crops they 
could hire someone to look after things while they were gone for a 
few weeks in the winter. They also travelled to different islands such 
as Antigua and Barbados and went to Mexico and Florida and on a few 
cruises. They travelled to Portugal and Scotland and were invited to 
England by the Dairy Breeders Association for a conference. John 
and Ruth have driven all the way across Canada and went with a group 
to Newfoundland.  
 
When they retired in 2018, they sold the farm to another farmer and 
moved into one of the townhomes at Orchard View. Ruth's sister, 
Mary Poole, also lives here. John and Ruth told me how much they en-
joy their place. They go for drives around the community often and 
enjoy their independence but also appreciate the opportunities of be-
ing connected to Orchard View. They hope to move into the building 
at some point in the future. I sincerely enjoyed getting to know these 
members of our community and look forward to seeing them around. 
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Having some Christmas fun with 

Santa Claus. We had a busy season 

with our 25 Days of Christmas 
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Keep on Smiling 


