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Resident of the Month: Helen Guagneli 
 

 

Helen Guagneli was born on July 6th, 1930 and passed away at the 
age of 91 on December 9th, 2021 at home in Orchard View by the 
Mississippi. She has lived in Almonte for the last six years. She is 
survived by her husband Eugene Guagneli, daughter Marisa 
Guagneli (Michael Langlois) and grandson Jensen Langlois.  
 
Helen was born and raised in Cornwall, Ontario where she em-
braced both her English and French heritage. She excelled at 
school and attended university classes at night in Cornwall and 
completed her final year of course work at the University of Ot-
tawa, for which she was very proud. 
 
Education was very important to Helen, and it is not surprising 
that she had a distinguished career teaching kindergarten in 
Cornwall and subsequently for the Canadian Forces and NATO 
schools in France, Germany, and Belgium in the 1960’s. Her career 
continued in Canada where she taught for the Lincoln County 
Board of Education in Grimsby, Ontario at Central School, Calder 
School and for more than twenty happy years at Grand Avenue 
School.  
 
Teaching was a vocation for Helen. She loved the children and 
dedicated herself to making kindergarten a happy and memorable 
experience. Many of her students would remember the luncheons 
she organized with Santa, the Teddy Bear picnics she took her 
classes on, the trips to greenhouses, the special Mother’s Day tea 
parties, and of course, the gold painted hands for Father’s Day. A 
quote by Albert Einstein, that she kept close at hand, summed up 
her belief of her role as an educator: “It is the supreme art of 
the teacher to awaken joy in creative expression and knowledge.” 
 

In addition to her teaching career, Helen was an active member in 
the community. She enjoyed the many years she spent as a mem-
ber of the Canadian Federation of University Women - Grimsby  
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chapter, collaborating on the creation of a Scholarship Program 
for local young women entering or attending university. She was 
also a long-standing volunteer member of the Grimsby Art Gal-
lery, as well as an active member of the Catholic Women’s League 
at St. Helen’s Parish.  
 
Helen was well travelled and shared many memorable adventures 
over the past sixty years visiting almost every continent with Eu-
gene, as well as special trips to Europe and to both coasts of Can-
ada with Marisa, instilling the sense of curiosity and love of trav-
el. She also relished her trips to the Rockies with her daughter, 
son-in-law, and grandson.  
 
Before moving to Almonte in 2016, Helen and Eugene shared a 
warm and loving home in Grimsby with a spectacular view of Lake 
Ontario. She was a gracious hostess and a wonderful chef. All 
were welcome at her table “a la bonne franquette”, as she would 
say. Attending concerts and the theatre with good friends, danc-
ing to big band music rounded out a life well lived. She had a spe-
cial “joie de vivre” that brightened the lives of everyone who was 
fortunate to know and love her.  
 
Helen will be dearly missed by those at Orchard View; she 
touched so many of our lives and we are grateful to have known 
her.  
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Keep on Smiling 

  

Some snapshots from our New Years Eve party. 

We rang in 2022 in style 
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Testimonial  -   Helga Henning 

I feel safe as I always did living at Orchard View. In a time of uncertain-
ty, quick reaction and direct communication from the managers with the 
care of the staff, I always knew this was the right place for me.  Thank 
you for keeping us safe and sound! 

Open Activities 

~ Bistro   ~ Puzzle Tables 

~ Wellness Centre Bike and Walking Bars                                               

~ Joe on the Piano  ~ Adult Colouring 

~ Social Distanced Bingo with  Joanna and Friends 

~ Massage Chairs (Wellness Centre/ 3rd Floor 

Lounge) 

~ Docking Station for phone calls or Video Calls on 

the computer 

~ Library     ~ Tuck Shop 

~ Online Church Services / Rosary Prayer 

~ Fitness classes on Main, 3rd and 4th Floor from 

Almonte Physio 

~ Door to Door Mind Work Games 

~ Bistro Activities 

Employee of the Month -  Flo Wyman 
We would like to congratulate Flo for being our employee of the month. 
Since her arrival in 2018, she has been truly dedicated to the safety of 
our residents as our “Gatekeeper” extraordinaire.  Flo manages the high 
pace of reception with grace. She is an advocate for the residents and in-
formant to all that contact reception. She is a stickler for details to en-
sure that the right information is being shared and everyone is on the 
same page. We are grateful for her commitment and dedication she has 
given to Orchard View. 

JoJo’s Did You Know 

 

-Babies are born without knee-
caps. They do not appear until 
the child reaches two to six 

years of age.  

 

-Did you know that butterflies 
taste with their feet. 

 

-Cats have over one hundred vo-
cal sounds. Dogs only have about 

ten. 

 

-In the last 4,000 years, no new 
animal has been domesticated. 
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Laugh out Loud 

-On the back of a septic-service company truck: “Satisfaction guaranteed, or your mer-
chandise cheerfully refunded.” 

-Somebody once said there are only two kinds of people in the world. There are those 
who wake up in the morning and say “Good morning, Lord”, and there are those who wake 

up in the morning and say, “Good Lord, it’s morning”.  

-People want the front of the bus, the back of the church, and the center of attention. 
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