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Resident of the Month: Charlotte Stephen  
Written by: Sophia Reimer 

 

Charlotte was born in Stettler, Alberta. She was raised on a farm, the oldest of 
six siblings. She was also the oldest of all her cousins, so she was accustomed 
to looking after everyone. She enjoyed working on the farm and helping with 
the animals. She attended a one-room schoolhouse, completed high school 
and then went on to business college where she studied typing, shorthand and 
bookkeeping. After college she went to Calgary to work as a secretary at the 
John Deere prairie head office for a year. 
 
 
She met her husband, who was working in the oil fields after oil was discovered 
in Alberta and they got married. Shortly after, he got injured in the fields and 
they went to Ottawa to be with his family. Charlotte was twenty at the time. Her 
husband’s mother passed away shortly after they arrived in Ottawa and they 
never ended up moving back out west. They had their first child a year after 
they were married. When their son was a couple of years old, Charlotte went 
back to work, this time for a company that imported radio equipment; her hus-
band worked in the freight yard in Ottawa. They had six children, four boys and 
two girls, and Charlotte worked at home making drapes while she was looking 
after the children. 
 
 
In 1969, they moved to Almonte and bought a farm. Charlotte’s husband and 
children knew nothing about farming but they all greatly enjoyed living there 
and looking after the horses. Their neighbours did the field work on the farm. 
Then their barns burned down and her husband had a heart attack that same 
day, leaving his health diminished some. Nine years later, he underwent a by-
pass surgery and tragically didn’t wake up from the anesthetic.  
 
 

When the kids were grown and in school, she began working for the govern-
ment for Agriculture Canada as a secretary and then admin officer at the lab. 
Because of her love for farming, she was very interested in her job. It was there 
she met her second husband, who was a veterinarian at the lab. She sold the 
farm and shortly after, his work took them to Oman in the Middle East for a 
year. On their way home, they travelled East around the world and went to Sin-
gapore, Tokyo and other interesting spots. In their retirement, Charlotte and her 
husband traveled a lot.  
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They lived in England for a year, which they absolutely loved, while he wrote a 
medical textbook and Charlotte typed it up for him. They also went to Africa 
twice and did a safari, went on a few cruises, travelled around Europe and 
drove all over Canada and the United States.  
 
 
They continued to live in the Almonte area. Charlotte volunteered at The Hub 
for five years. They lived in the Mill Fall apartments until her husband passed 
away in 2011.  
 
 
All of Charlotte’s children live in the Almonte area except one who lives out 
west. She has eleven grandchildren and nine great grandchildren whom she 
gets to spend time with. Charlotte expressed how proud she is of her family 
and how grateful she is for all they do for her. She lived with one of her grand-
children for about five years before she moved to Orchard View. Charlotte told 
me how much she likes living here and how easy it is to make friends. “It’s a 
good place for me; I’m here to stay,” she said. She enjoys being independent 
and not having to ask her family for everything. You will see Charlotte in the li-
brary, playing cards and working away in her garden. Charlotte is an active part 
of our community and we are so happy to have her. 
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Keep on Smiling 

We have been taking  

advantage of the warm 

weather and getting out 

to walk, garden, play, 

and just enjoy the sun 

as much as possible. 
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Soaking up 

the sun! 
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Testimonial  -   Pat Kennedy 

The time finally came when I decided to give up my condo and move into retire-
ment living. My first choice was Orchard View, I need not look any further. The 
staff are so friendly, always making sure you are well taken care of. Lots of ac-
tivities you could join, including entertainment. Meals are excellent and the wait-
resses are always very accommodating. The residents are all so welcoming and 
friendly. I have a sign on my door that says “My happy place”, which sums up how 
I feel about my new home. Thank you to all that made it happen.  

.” Open Activities 

~ Bistro   ~ Puzzle Tables 

~ Wellness Centre Bike and                                                          

Walking Bars 

~ Joe on the Piano  ~ Adult Colouring 

~ Social Distanced Bingo with  

Joanna and Friends 

~ Massage Chairs (Wellness Centre/ 3rd Floor 

Lounge) 

~ Docking Station for phone calls or Video Calls on 

the computer 

~ Library     ~ Tuck Shop 

~ Church Services / Rosary Prayer 

~ Fitness classes on Main, 3rd and 4th Floor from 

Almonte Physio 

Employee of the Month -  Tammy Leary 
 

Congratulations to Tammy for being June’s employee of the month! 
Everyone who knows Tammy knows she is positive, helpful, kind and 
always on the go. She is such a hard worker and shows such respect 
and dedication to the residents. Tammy is a team player and has a 
smile and a kind word for everyone. Thank you, Tammy for everything 
you do! 

Laugh out Loud with Orchard View 

Q: Which is faster, hot or 

cold? 

A: Hot, because you can catch 

a cold. 

Q: What’s brown and sounds 

like a bell? 

A: Dung 

Q: What did the Photon say 

when asked if she needed to 

check a bag? 

A: No thanks, I’m traveling 

light! 
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JoJo’s Did You Know 

Only two people signed the Declaration of Independence on July 4th, John Hancock and 
Charles Thomson, most of the rest signed on Aug 2nd, but the last signature was not added 

until 5 years later. 

If you multiply 111,111,111, x 111,111,111it equals 12,345,678,987,654,321. 

If you were to spell out numbers, how far would you have to go until you would find the let-
ter “A” 

Bulletproof vests, fire escapes, windshield wipers and laser printers all were invented by 
women. 
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